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In 1724, however, he felt strong enough to invade Malwa.
This province, as it will be remembered, had been bestowed
on Nizam-ul-Mulk. But on the latter's invasion of the
Deccan the emperor dismissed him from the governorship
of Malwa and conferred it on Raja Giridhaar. The latter
was able, since Nizam-ul-Mulk had drained the province
of his troops to conquer the Deccan, to win it back with
little difficulty to the imperial cause. To resist the Maratha
leader was a harder task. Bajirao swept like a whirlwind
through Central India. Then leaving it, he appointed
as King Shahu's agents Udaji Pawar, Malharrao Holkar and
Ranoji Sindia. The first of these was the founder of the
house of Dhar, the second was the founder of the state
of Indoro, and the third the ancestor of the Maharajas of
Gwalior.

Malhnrrao Holkar was of lowly origin. His ancestors
were Dhcmyars or herdsmen by caste and first lived in
the village of Waphgaon. Afterwards they moved to Hoi
on the banks of Nira, forty miles from Poona and
within the limits of the Phaltan state. Their original
name was Virkar, but this they changed to Holkar as a
result of their new residence. Malharrao's father was one
Khandoji Holkar who held in Hoi the office of Chaugula,
or Chaudhfiri, a superior village servant. He became the
father of a baby boy, to whom he gave the name of
Malhari. When the boy was only three years old, Khandoji
Holkar died. To save her baby from the malice of his
father's brothers, his mother Jiwai took him with her to
her own village of Talode in Khandesh. There Malhari or
Malharrao as he now came to be called, was brought up
by his mother's brother Bhojraj, who was in command of
a troop of irregular horse under Kantaji Kadani Bande.
One day when still a child he went to sleep in the shade
of a tree. As he slept, so the story runs, the sun moved
and its rays fell upon the unconscious boy. When his
mother came to fetch him home, she saw a large cobra
protecting his face with its hood expanded. She called